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CONGRESS TO-DAY;
MOST IMPORTANT
SESSION IN YEARS.
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Nicaragua (Canal $B16 MATTERS FOR
Sure to Come 3 CONGRESS TO SETTLE
Up in Senate. Regular Money Budgets.

Army and Navy Defi-
ciency Bill.

Increase of the Regular
Army.

Disposition of Hawaii.

Nicaragua Canal.

Hawaii Likely to
Develop a Hot
Fight.

%
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Both Houses Eagerly Await the
President’s Message---Routine
Bills to Have First Call.

ASHINGTON, Dee. 4.—The curtaln will ring np to-morrow at noon upon the

W closing gesdion of the Fifty-fifth Congress. The war and the fruits of the

Anterlean victory earry In their wake many problems which the Natfonal
Loglslature must golve.

But though many questions may press for solutlon, the brief space covered by
this gession, which expires by limitation March 4, precludes the possibillty of much
heing gecomplished beyond the passage of the regular money budgets, the legislation
for the Increase of the regular army which the Adminlstratlon deems necessary to
meet the obligations Imposed upon the country by the result of the war, and proba-
bly the enuetment of & law to glve a permanent territorinl government to the Hawaiinn
Ielauds,

Nicaragua Canal May Be Exception.

This covers ull the Important leglslation which the Congresslonnl leaders ex-
pect to see enncted at this seaslon, It is almost the upanlmous sentiment of the
leaders that no attempt shonlg be made to legislate concerning tlhe possessions
fequired by the war with Bpaln at this sesslon,

There are earoest advocates of the Nicarnguan Canal blll who will strive to
secure It pssage now, and they may posalbly be suceessful; but nelther it nor any
of {he duedsures ke the pooling bill, antl-scalpers DI, etel, whith have strong
fidends, will be dllowed to interfere with the bills the pnssage of which is
deemed Gbsolutely necessary to prevent an extrn session,

The leaders at both ends of the Capitol have put their heads togethep and the
work of fho scesion '8 to be enteréd upon with the ldea of avoiding an extra ses-
sion. With thig purpose in view the epproprintlen billg are to be glyven the road
at both ends of the Capitol and pressed througn with all possible ﬁahu.'.'

Will Shut Off Debate on the War, !

Two sub-committees of the Approprintions Committes of the House Hhave been
at work for a week. The deficiency bill, to meet the extraordinary expenses of
the army aml navy durliig the gix months from Jannary 1, 1808, to July 1, 18 ready
to be submitted to the full committee to-morrow, and the regular IDMstrler of
Colmabin appropriation bill will be rendy by the end of the week.

Tt is necessary that the former slionkl become a law before the hollday recess,
wlileh thls yenr s 10 be shorter than usual, and Chalrman Cunnoen hopes to see it
through the House and Into the Senate before the end of the present week.

The Demoerats of the Hounse have not disclosed thelr posltion, but It Is not
belleved they. will seek to obstruet an appropriation bill necessary for the main-
tenanee of the wrmy wow 1o the feld, i

Shopld thers be n disposition 10 open up and prolong a debate upon the con-
duet of the war upon this bill, it is safe to agsume that the Committee on Hules
will be Inyvoked to bring In an order to close debate.

Eager for the President’s Message.

Intense iuterest iz manifested i the President's message, which will be sub-
mitted to, Congress fo-morrow, on aceount of the great importance of the many
questlons it will have to deal with., No Presidential message in years, it is safe to
say, lhas heen ilstened to with the eagerness aml interest with wlhich the readiug
of Fresldent MceKinley's message will be heard.

The veading of the message will cceupy probably two hours. The frst thing 'n
order (fter Spenker Reed calls the House to order to-morrow will be a call of the
eoll g deferming the presenceé of & quorum, Concerning this there s lttle doubt,
a5 the members grve arrivihg by every traln and the hotel lobbles arc already
aronged,

A& quorum having been developed committees wil be appolnted to walt npon
the Preslient und the Senate to inform them that the House I8 ready to proceed
to husiness.

Pending the avrival of the President’s messafte several new members elected to
fill vacancles caused by dentlis or resiznatlons will. be sworn In; and lmmedlately
after tle rending of the wessape Is completed the Houge will adjourn out of
respect to the memory of Messes, Love, of Misslssippl, nnd Northway, of Ohio, who
dled during the rocess.

To Work by Tuesday or Wednesday,

On Tuesday, or Wednesday at the Intest, the House will plunge into Its work.
Chndrman Cannon. will have the Deficiency bill ready, and it will oechpy the atten-
tlon of the Honse to the exclusion of everything else for the romainder of the wepk.

Senators Want No Extra Session.

Senators express a determinatlion to take up the work of the session vigorously
In the beginning, with the hope of having it well advanced hefore the holiduys,
and they are counting upon taking up the approprlaticn bills at o very early dite
for the purpose of preventlng an extra session, due to any fallure on the part of
the national bufget.

It is expeeted that the Army Deficlency bill will reach the Senate tle present
week, the understanding at the north eud of the Caplitol belng that the House
will dispose of it within a very few days after assembling.

The Comnpilttees on .h:pmprllllln_na will bring It In early for the double purpose
of hoving 1t passed qulckly and of testing the felling of Senators on questiong
copuected with the way.

Work on Hand if Senate Is Ready.

The first day's session will be given up almost entlrely ‘to the President's mes-
sage, atl there is great interest manifested in hearfug the minutest details of the
President’s recommendations. After the ronding of the mesgige, the Senate will ad-
Journ until the next day. All plans for legislution of gemeral scope will wait the
promulgation of this decnment and, 88 4 consequence, one hears far less thin usual
of megsures to be Intraduced. & 5

It 1z Impossible to gay what matters will occupy the week after the disposal of
the message, but It I8 probnble that some speeches may be dellvered npon the poliey
Indieated by tlie moessage, and also that the calendar may be taken up. There are
many measures which have been reported, and there will be no diffienity to fAnd
employment, If the Seuate s disposed to settie to routine so enrly In the session,

Must Discuss Canal in Senate. :

Durieg the clostug days of the last session Bepator Morgan gave notice of his ln-
tention to call up the Nlearauga canal Bl ot the beginnlvg of the present session,
Ie unguestionaliy will redeem this pramise and would doubtless seek the first op-
pertoulty but for the possiUility of change of eentlment in favor of having the
Govertmen| undertake the entive respousibllity of bulldlag the canal.

All the Indicatlons are thnt this question will be one of the most prominent sub-
Jeets rnder couslder atlon during the session.

Opposition Is developlug to the Bl whieh the Hawallan commission will bring
I and for whiéh early consideration will be asked, There I8 a counslderable con-
tingent in the Henate opposed to constituting the Islands Into a Territory because
‘of the apprehenslon that they may be converted Into a Btate and deliberate con-
slderation of the subject will be asked.

While it Is quite too early to reach a deflnite conclusion there are decided In-
dicatlons of a disposition on the part of the Senate to confine the sesslon’s work
to routine measures and the appropriation bills, and It need surprise no ome It
‘the close of the session should demonstrate thut this geueral polley had  been
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SCRAPER

Home Life and Postal Telegraph
Buildings Catch from the
Rogers-Peet Store.

Work for the Fire Fighters Nearly
Two Hundred Feet from
Broadway Pavement.

Explosion Started the Conflagration,
and Others Caused Volcanic
Eruptions of Sparks.

Greatest fire in New York occurred December 16-17,
street; G50 buildings burned; loss 20,000,000,

Highest fire in New York, on Decemhber 4, 1895, desiroyed upper
floors of Home Life Insurance Company, No. 259 Broadway.

Fire burned 150 feet nbove the sidewalk; conld not be reached by
firemen. h

Fiames ascended the spire of building 250 feet from the ground,
burning through alleged fireproof flooars,

Chief Bonner's estimate of loss in lat night's fire, §1,000,000.

in ¥Pearl

HE most spectacular of the res New York has seen for a long time was
that which destroyed the bullding at the southwest corner of Broadway

* and Warren streets, occupied by Rogers, Peet & Co., last night.

The flames also attacked the Home Life Insurance Company's slty-Scraplng:

pany at No. 261 Broadway, directly across the street.

The damage to the Home Life Insurance Bullding, which is a thirteen-story
structupe, was very grest. . ke, e
' The structure in which the fire started—that occupied by Rogers, Peet 7%
Co.—hlazed like a mountalnous tar barrel. The flames, fanned by a gale driv-
itig the rain along at the rate of sixty miles an hour, licked the sides of the tall
insurance structure and a big air shaft running uyp the side of the bullding
made a perfect ehlmney for the smoke and sparks, -

Windows on the nort 4 side of the Home Life Bullding were embraced by
the fire which entered at the seventh floor and travelled to the vleventh, ignit-
ing all the intervening floors.

Biggest Sky Scraper Fire Yet.

It was one é! tﬁe_ first important fires that New York firemen have had to
contend a,g'alnsi in the upper part of a modern fire prooféd sky scraper. It had
been assumed that in the Home Life bullding a fire could not travel {rom one
floor to another, owing to the fireproofing arrangements. But five floors were
lighted at once from a source that had not been looked upon as dangerous—a
neighboring building.

1t was a tloklish sitnation for the firemen to battle with a blaze on the elev-
enth floor, high above the s dewalk—a spot which, at the least, was harl enough
to reach—and all their energles were needed to cope with two other fires al-
ready in full blast,

From the Home Life Building the flames passed to the big structure of the
Postal Telegraph Company next door, and the top floor was quickly ablaze.
The telegraph operators were driven out In a panic—a repetition of thelr exne-
rience four months ago, when there was a fire in the Home. Life Bullding {tsalf,

Discovery of the Blaze,

The fire was noticed first at 9:50 p. m. by Policemen Everett and O'Brien,
who heard two explosions at the base of the Rogers, Pect & Co. Building, on
the aWrren street side, fifty feet from Broadway. They thought a boller burst
under the sidewalk. The next moment the entire front of the building became
a mass of flams.

The alarm was barely turned in when the whole place was alight. Fire
came from every window, the roof burned through and the blaze climbed
up the side of the big Home Life Building, which towered above. The Howl-

bullding adjoining and the bullding of the United States Life Insurance Com-[

FLAMES FEAST ON TWO SKY-
HIGHEST BLAZE
EVER FOUGHT IN NEW YORK.
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contrasts in high light and deep shadow.
of the reality in the blaze of last night.

The Home Life Building, Seen from Park Row.

The spectaculnr features of the fire were remarkable, and seldom have artists witnessed more wonderful
Even the above striking picture but wesakly conveys an impression.
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bulliing was & complete wreek before the
fiest of them eame splashing up througl
the mud puwildles.  The Broadway eable
line lns for some weeks left 4 gully about
| Tonte - fest. deep T the sfroet Iun front of
ithe Hogers, Peet bullding It made the
manlpulntion of the exceedingly
dafficuolt.

Ag the whole Interlor of the bullding De-

FIRE IN THE BIG
BUILDINGS NEAR BY.

Terrific Struggle to Save the United
States Life Insurance

englnes

egme thoringhly satordted with the bisze
Offices. the flames burst out throngh the windows
The entlive Tront ofitis Dulted) Statesicn the Wirren street side In great pulls

ing East wind sent the sparks and the flames Into the windows, igniting the
floors and the furniture.

It was an ordeal for two fireproof bulldings, for the Rogers & Peet head-
quarters was of the old-fashioned fireproof style. Yet It burned so ﬁe:'cel’yi
that there was no hope of saving anything. All the firemen could do was to
save the Home Insurance and otlaer nearby structures. }

The whole street was a furnace. Sparks and fAames leaped across the road
and set fire to the United States Life Insurance Company's building at No.
261 Broadway, the ground floor of which is occupled by Thomas Cook 7 Sens,
tourist agents. As fast as one blazing window sash was extinguished ancther
caught,

& Terrific Heat in the Streets.

In Warren street the heat was terrific. PFiremen who worked thers were
singed and burned, and buried in sparks. Fire alarms had filled Boadway |
with engines, hose carts, water towers and Insurance salvage men, working
herolcally against what looked Hke fearful odds.

The Rogers & Peet Bullding was the target for the bombardment of water,
as the only hope of saving the Home Life structure consisted in malking the |
fire in the other place burn as slowly as possible. It was Impossible to put it
out. It had to burn out.

It was not possible for a long time to do much toward putling out the
separate fires which had started in (he Home Life Bullding. It took: time to
get the hose to the upper stories, and when they were there It wids a case
of fighting flame in a dozen pla;es at once, ;

Not Under Control Midnight,

At mldnight the fire In the Home Insurance Bullding was not under con-
trol. Parts of burning floors had: fallen through upon the floors belew. The |
whole building was deluged with water. .

“The water Is being pumped all right up to the top floor,” sald Chief Bon-
ner, “and we are fighting hard, but I will not say that we have won the fight,”

There was some fear that the huge ornamental cornice on the roof would
fall into the street. It had been loosened by the flames. :

Chief Bonner was alarmed at the danger from a stock of explosives In &
Bun store In Warren street. Fortunately a falling wall made a barrleade and
prevented the fire from reaching them. This was at 11:10 o'clock, when the,
third floor and wall of the Rogers, Peet bullding collapsed.

The fire officlals thought that the explosions, if there were any, were caused

of red oand yellow that made the eléctric

tEife Insuranve Company's butlding, st No.iughls in City Hall Park seem pale by coms

361 Broadivny, sedmed to edtel fire at oney, | Darison

s

about $30,000 by fire and water and magy
near-by bulldings were also damaged.

CROWDS IN THE PARK
VIEW THE SPECTACLE.

If it bad been arranged as 3 specticle,
nothlng could huve been maore complels,
suve for the weather. Cliy Hall Park wis.
4 geperous prosceninm. At first the on-
| lookers were content to ftuster in the H.ll[,‘
directly opposite the 'doomed store.  Then,
finding themselves lnconvenlently cranpod,
they spllléd over the wire fence lnto ‘the

Inwn flnnking it op the gonth. -
For ouee & New York muititnde shed fts
libred fear of officlaldom. Last Sumniens
griass nud this Winter's sunow. were cheer- |
fully trodden Into a soll. antil,  with
ralp, ther formed a sticky guagmire ankle
deep. Dot po oue pald any attentiof” go0
crenture discomforts while o brayve a-ﬂuﬁ,;
could be watelied without interlerenoe. s -
1t ‘was not & slght 1o tire of easily, for,
the Interest was wondrously ﬂmmiswﬂ-. {
The earilest comers were fortunate (o ses-
lig the progresy of the Rogers-1"eel bLiuge,

Heelt It would have been well worth a wet-
ting to follow to the end.

There vwas nothing sabtie or protlemation]
abiout’ the Rogers-Peot end of ihe spebtacie,

4
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Six tines of hose were drapged Ingop the Morth Wall Falls,
bulldlng by flremen, who foreel open offlee]  Througl the blazlng roof letters and pa-
doors aud: ponred  the water Into the Iml"n_-_l[mrn T the offices In the bulldlog wers
tug rooms. They managed to. eheck the cartted opo foto the witd,” delppiog nighr
fire in 1he bullding, and fually Run{:c-edmliT]u- crowd of thousands of people which
in' making their way to the eseapes, where | stond onder umbrellos In the ‘park hadlie-
they werve sble to dfrect the hoge on the i ty disperse under. the lden that the
Burnlng Rogers, Peet & (o, bollding. fire; wis over wWhen the group of Lremea

The Home Life bulldlig canght five BY {negrest to the Warron stréct wall suddenly,
edsy stages. Al ll‘;“'l" o 'I]":l”"l' ]l"' iIi‘ lot zo the hose nozzle and ran beek, feayv-
Welovk il the . windews on tlie north sAe), o - m 3 = :
:':;rt:n'f.rtm-. Tt 15 u steel struetire, ang lg | B8 the hose to sputter on the groil. For
one of the Arst of Hs kind to by put to|n moment people wondersd at the cause ol
siuch a0 test of fire 'l‘hrl' ﬂﬂmlﬁ? ]H;_ll"fi"-] thelr neflon, Tt only for a moment;
throngh the bulldlng on the twellth floor, : < " okl *
mlm Em- s;mrks ponred dewn du s thick| WIth a slow, prolonged erackle dnd arun h
shower to the bottom of the elevator shatl. | the north wall fell Iu 8° heap of hilazing

The fremen were sent up Ihto the Dulld-| gehes that simmered and sizzled In Watren
ing with three lines nf: I:ﬂ.‘ge.‘\\}-hilrh illll-_-g elrbof

- v upper foors, but by 11:05 z I
?:re&hell}wmﬂtrgt ]mlllll mm%e great headwny | Acting Chief Perley, of Truck No, 1. was
pud the firemen seemed ibsolutely unuble| closest to the wall when If fell. In his
to conquer 1t | flight &is foot slipped In g wet gatter pnd

AV me beating dgzalnst the | ME . L
nnTr{IIri‘Pr‘:lm\s?:Hntlfﬁgll: I}:mm g‘I.lt’E huilditg | be dropped to the pavement. Nobody saw
overflowed through the windows at ever¥  him agnln untll after the wall was down
polnt,  The Aremen had devoted their of-) His eomrades thought that he was burked
most sfforts 10 prevent this.  The fames|under the ruins, but Perley etherged smil-
bent the hesemen baek for it time, ingly from the gutter and sdld, “I am all

The rear of the bulliling wns a roariuglright, bays; go bnck and fzlit (bhe fire."
furnace r_rcn!\ the geventh stl_'sry Lo the top.i Cnbie Gars Blucked.
fidden from View. Long lines of cable cars, packed with
The flames worked thelr woy forward, | yoin1e were blockaded along Broadway.
bot the view from Broadway gave no I-|ypny who were not passengers ndded to
dleation for & long thue of the uxmm‘nflmﬂ ¥am of -the ot 1 ihaly EXorty;to senk
L?Shfl;ﬁf}mﬂlou b the upper foors-of thledy, pnce of shelter from the downpour of
The twelfth floor showed flames hehind | raln.
five swindows at 11 o'clock. Half an Lu.»ur' The sixth floor of the Pastal Telegraph
}‘;ﬁ{l ﬁl{fﬂe&m“mmh floor windows: sust| pufiding was wrecked by Bames, following
The 'efth] bulliing's topmost Acdbr was |8 terrific explosion. which shook the build-
nnﬁv ?Ib‘ll?.l’?lh'_l th(} renr, tf]f“--‘)- s e ing from foupdation to roof, at about 2
mlf nn hour Inter, e freien, DRDE | .o Al o
still nt work on the lower finors of the |9 ¢lock on July 4. There were 1wo distinet
Home Life Bullding, the Janltor and fouas | reports. 1.
firemen attempted to ascend in one of the | The explosion was In the offlee occnpied
elevators, !l:r It'lu: “—hltehent? .‘:l 1:};:?‘:: Mnanufactur-
o~y ng (Jompany, on the sixt onT,

' Elevator Orops. thopie western end of the holding, where
| The machinery had only lifted them & |fhere wad stored o large quantity of buot-
few feet from the ground when sowething | '0i% E{i‘“‘ﬁ*- euffs aud other articles made

Y =2 lot eiliniold. :
A e T
X -of the five was hure, ; ullding were practica estroy ¥
' The firpmen sald that the Rogers, Peet thot fre. The total loss to riaum;am
4 [ oy d i ’ § d

l‘{ 1n the ex-}

It was n mere question of n c-]mpnrn’tlveli'
sl Pallding, stuffed from cellie 16 ponl
Wit rieh fire food, fuclag ap I grdhd Soll-
bustion, while n ferpe and capricious wind:
lnshed great bunches of Oame Into @
and whirlpools of erimson.. The strontns of
water that enrved toward the furnsce
| wwere lost in o swiel of steam anil gnoke BS
|rc-rp they reached It gave the impressicn
| of toy hode (rdcted by children at play.
was a Satistying View.

It wis o satisfying view one got from
the quegmlre. Owpe looked through the
[empty window gaps Iito o wrlthing musa™
of flume, aghlnst which thi nietal rafiers
of the various floors stood vut & bleck lut-

tiek work, But It was the north side—the!
Warren street side—of the bollding et
riveted all attentlon ot thnt tme. It was

frop there thuat (e ountoroly of fiymies swas
lavgest and most Testless,

I{ was notived that thpbe or fonir siteams
of water were turned upon tho side of fhe
huoliiing ‘across the strest—the sganee, rid
brick bollditng with the gilded sign of tlie
United States Insurnuee Company on the
thivd floor. Up and down dnd aceross the
water flared ‘o windows sl waolls, and
g0 heated were they that cjouils of stenm
| drittea from them and mingled with the
simoke of the fre. Y i

Over ernrf window of thnt bullding wea
A guyly striped awnisg of. VK. :
urtsred, these avw

the b

which was so swift nud ubsolute that jn
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